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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Brothers, we have had many 
changes this summer – new 
church, new pastor, and 

new officers and program directors 
within our council.  I sometimes 
jokingly say: “Change is bad; I 
fear change,” but really, all of these 
changes are for the best so we can 
grow as a parish and as a council.  
As we all are still feeling our way 
around the new parish campus, I 
will strive to maintain consistent 
and positive communication with 
our parish staff and school so that 
our council will be able to support 
our Saint Stephen community.  

So far, so good.  I’ve had great 
meetings with our principal, our 
parish manager, and our new 
Pastor, and one thing I have heard 
consistently is that our work is 
appreciated.  That said, during all 
this time of change, “that’s how 
we’ve done it before” is not good 
enough.  Whenever we get the 
chance, we should reach out and 
explain the “why” of what we do to 
support our parish and community.  

A bit of old business… Thanks 
to all who planned, set up, and 
participated in our installation 

Grand Knight Con’t. Next Page

Embracing Change

Striking Phenomena During 
Centennial Year of Fatima

What does it mean? Is God 
trying to get our attention? 
Is something coming? 
I begin with the Feast 

of All Saints, November 1, 2013, when  
Fr. Michael Gaitley came to speak in 
Madison, WI. about Marian Consecration. 
We were told the crowd who came to hear 
him speak was a record number. People 
were hungry for the message Fr. Gaitley 
was about to give.

A few of us had some time to meet 
with him beforehand. It was a vibrant 
discussion about this “sense that something 
is coming.” Fr. Gaitley, wholeheartedly, 
agreed. He would tell this small group, 
later, that he went backstage before his talk, 
that night, and completely changed what he 
planned to speak about. The Lord had set 

on his heart that he needed to focus upon 
something very important. That focus was 
on St. Maximilian Kolbe and “something is 
coming.”

On October 16, 1917, just 3 days after the 
Miracle of the Sun in Fatima, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe (oblivious to what had happened 
three days prior in Portugal), founded 
the confraternity known as “The Militia 
of the Immaculata,” a movement whose 
purpose is “to convert sinners, heretics, and 
especially Masons, and to sanctify all under 
the patronage and through the intercession 
of the Immaculate Virgin Mary.”

To better “win the world for the 
Immaculata,” he and his fellow friars 
utilized the most modern printing and 
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ceremony on July 13 – especially 
our new council Chaplain, Father 
Dermot.  We also had a successful 
second degree exemplification for the 
first time in the FLC on July 13 and 
congratulated three of our brothers, 
Nathan Wiles, Mark Vega, and Jim 
Simon, in their advancement in our 
Order.

Our annual Day at the Rays enjoyed 
the biggest turnout yet for this family 
event and the best part is how many 
parishioners outside of the council 
participated this year.  Once again, 
Ed Veronick’s heart and hustle made 
sure the tailgater was first class,  
and PGK John Cirello was 
instrumental in getting extra tickets 
in the same section after our first 
allotment sold out.

In the month of August we have 
a Prayer Vigil (8/12), a Corporate 
Mass (8/13), and a First Degree 
Exemplification (8/19).  All three 
of these events are opportunities 
for spiritual growth in each of our 
individual faith journeys, so I ask 
our members to make themselves 
available for one of these events.  
If you haven’t been to one of these 
events in a while, consider going 
and supporting like-minded fellow 
travelers.  

Also in August – NFL football is 
back!  I am a proud Bucs fan since 
1979 and can’t wait for the first pre-
season game – GO BUCS!  We are 
blessed to have events at Raymond 
James Stadium where we can 
volunteer our time to raise funds for 
the many charities and ministries that 
Council 14084 supports.   I encourage 
anyone who has not yet worked an 
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administrative techniques. This enabled 
them to publish countless catechetical and 
devotional tracts, a daily newspaper with 
a circulation of 230,000 and a monthly 
magazine with a circulation of over one 
million. Maximilian started a shortwave 
radio station and planned to build a motion 
picture studio–he was a true “apostle of the 
mass media.” St. Maximilian Kolbe was the 
master of new media in his times. Because 
of this, hundreds of thousands of people 
were consecrated to Jesus through Mary!

“While St. Maximilian Kolbe’s push for 
consecration was the largest,” according 
to Father Gaitley, “the one going on right 
now is the second-largest ever, and the 
largest since St. Maximilian Kolbe’s.” 

Father Gaitley went on to say now is the 
“perfect time” to consecrate ourselves to 
Jesus through Mary. He said the “culture of 
death is strangling our country right now.” 
He added that Our Lady is trying to “bring 
Christ back there,” saying she comes when 
things look hopeless. There’s a “historical 
reason” for the new push to consecration.  
Fr. Gaitley said. “There’s something 
happening, something moving, something 
ahead,” while no one knows specifically 
what is coming. “Our Lady wants to be 
embracing all of us,” he added.

Could this centennial year of Fatima be 
the time when “something is coming?”

Read the entire article on the Roman 
Catholic Man website HERE
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Vacant Position - Membership Director

Got your attention, didn’t I? Yes, 
it’s that time of the month again 
when our worthy newsletter 
editors send me “friendly 

reminders” to give them input for our 
Council 14084 newsletter. So here I sit, 
it’s raining outside and quite honestly I’m 
not in the mood to get on my computer 
and draft an article for a publication no 
one reads!   After all, why should I bother 
to do anything at all. You guys are boring. 
I have no enjoyment hanging out with 
you at monthly meetings, working at 
Raymond James Stadium to raise funds 
for our charities, attending family socials, 
quarterly trash pickups, helping with the 
school Trunk or Treat, Mustang Miler, 
assisting with the Basketball Free Throw 
and Soccer Challenge. Oh,  don’t forget all 
that Pro-life stuff like praying the Rosary in 
front of an abortion clinic, sending letters 
to congressman to support Right to Life 
initiatives and collecting necessities for 
mothers who say “yes to life”. 

On top of all that, the council wants me 
to bring in food and clothing for homeless 
veterans, maybe give some extra cash for a 
member in need or to go to a BBQ at a Tampa 
Bay Rays baseball game. The real icing on 
the cake is when I attend the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. Before I became a Knight, I 
could attend quietly, fulfill my obligation 
and leave quickly afterwards, without being 
noticed. Now, it’s like a family reunion. It 

takes me at least an extra half hour to get to 
my car. As my grandson says: what a bunch 
of nerds!

The Grand Knight said I’m stuck with this 
position for the fraternal year, that seems 
like eternity. So here is what you can do to 
help me:

1) Go to the Knights of Columbus 
Supreme site at: KofC.org/join.

2) Read it over and refresh your memory 
of what we are all about.

3) Under BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
there is a link to a video entitled “Watch An 
Invitation”. Review it.....let it sink in.

4) If you know of any catholic men over 
the age of 18 who are humdrum, nerdy 
guys, ask them to join our council. If they 
show an interest, give them the link to:  
www.KofC.org/join or contct me. I’ll 
provide your with membership material. 

5) Followup a few weeks later to see 
if you can answer any questions they may 
have. 

6) Get with me to schedule them for an 
Admissions Meeting .

7) Keep secret all the boring things we 
do. Just tag’em and bag’em. Maybe one will 
volunteer to take my position.

Interested? Please contact Gerald Coffey 
membership@kofc14084.org

https://www.romancatholicman.com/striking-phenomena-centennial-year-fatima/
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CONVINCED OF GOD’S LOVE 

In his annual address delivered at 
the 135th Supreme Convention in 
St. Louis, Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson announced a new initiative 

to rebuild a town in Iraq destroyed by 
ISIS.

The new initiative is part of the Order’s 
continuing efforts to help Christians 
and other minorities who have suffered 
genocide in the Middle East.

The supreme knight also cited the 
major accomplishments of the Knights 
of Columbus, such as the Order’s record 
levels of charity, with over $177 million 
in donations and over 75 million hours of 
volunteer service, growth in membership, 
and the continued strength of the 
insurance.

At the opening of his report, the 
supreme knight officially announced the 
convention’s theme.

“This year marks our 135th anniversary. 
We celebrate our anniversary in a city 
named for a great and saintly Catholic king, 
a city of missionaries, and a gateway city 
opening up the promise of a new continent. 
And, like those early missionaries, we 
come to St. Louis because, in the words 
of this year’s convention theme, ‘We are 
convinced of God’s love and power.’”

The supreme knight spoke to an audience 
of distinguished guests, members of 
religious communities, and approximately 
2,000 Knights and their families from 
throughout North and Central America, 
the Caribbean, Africa, Asia and Europe.

“No other Catholic organization offers 
men what we do,” Supreme Knight 
Anderson said. “We help a man to protect 
his family with our exclusive, top-rated 
insurance. We help a man to bolster his 
faith and strengthen his family through 
our Domestic Church program. And 
we offer him the opportunity to live out 

his faith through charity — as part of a 
brotherhood of Catholic men. We have 
done this for 135 years, and today we 
continue to do this in even greater ways. 
For 45 years, membership in the Knights 
of Columbus has grown. We now stand at 
the all-time high of 1,941,728 members.”

In founding the Knights of Columbus, 
Father Michael McGivney sought to 
respond to the difficulties affecting 
Catholic families in 19th-century America 
and strengthen his parishioners’ faith and 
their lives as Catholics, the supreme knight 
said. Knights continue Father McGivney’s 
work when they “support families in their 
vocation to holiness through the Building 
the Domestic Church While Strengthening 
Our Parish initiative.”

Along with growth in membership and 
charity, the Knights of Columbus achieved 
records in its insurance program.

“Last year, we achieved our 16th 
consecutive year of growth in insurance 
sales with a new record: $8.54 billion, 
in new life insurance. The Knights of 
Columbus now has more than $105 
billion of life insurance in force – a $50 
billion increase in the last decade — and 
a 4.4 percent increase over last year,” the 
supreme knight said. “These impressive 
sales numbers — and the overall success 
of our insurance program, is due in large 
measure to the commitment of our more 
than 1,500 agents. Our agents are all 
brother Knights who are dedicated to the 
principles of the Order — and to serving 
our families.”

The Knights of Columbus Investment 
Department also saw a successful year, 
especially in the Knights of Columbus 
Asset Advisors, which in its nearly 
two years of operation has 137 clients, 
including 14 dioceses. “In this way, we 
can help other Catholic organizations put 
their money to work in ways consistent 

with Catholic principles.”
He added that for the fourth year the 

Knights of Columbus was named a 
World’s Most Ethical Company® by the 
Ethisphere Institute.

One of the Knights of Columbus’ greatest 
endeavors during the past fraternal year 
was the assistance it brought to Christians 
facing persecution, especially those facing 
genocide in the Middle East.

“Christians who endure suffering and 
death for their faith in places like Iraq, 
Syria and Egypt, show us how to confront 
terrible evil with the weapons of love 
and truth. They are a brilliant witness to 
God’s love and power,” Supreme Knight 
Anderson said. “Our support for these 
persecuted Christians has taken two forms. 
First, since 2014, we have provided more 
than $13 million for Christian refugees. 
Second, we advocate on their behalf in 
the hope that someday they may live their 
faith in peace — and live in their own 
communities not as second-class citizens, 
but as free and equal citizens.”

The supreme knight announced two 
new initiatives to assist Christians at Risk.

On November 26, the Knights 
of Columbus and the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops will 
sponsor a day of prayer for persecuted 
Christians followed by a Week of 
Awareness and Education.

Read the full article HERE

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

IN ANNUAL REPORT, SUPREME KNIGHT ANNOUNCES 
INITIATIVE TO REBUILD IRAQ TOWN

http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/convinced-god-love-and-power.html


Building the Domestic Church
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THEME – HOSPITALITY

Scripture speaks frequently about the 
importance of a family’s hospitality 
because of its life-giving love that 
nourishes weary souls and heals 

broken hearts.

Meditation
From Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia
Led by the Spirit, the family circle 

is not only open to life by generating 
within itself, but also by going forth and 
spreading life by caring for others and 
seeking their happiness. 

This openness finds particular 
expression in hospitality, which the word 
of God eloquently encourages: “Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels 
unaware” (Heb 13:2). 

When a family is welcoming and reaches 
out to others, especially the poor and the 
neglected, it is “a symbol, witness and 
participant in the Church’s motherhood.” 
Social love, as a reflection of the Trinity, is 
what truly unifies the spiritual meaning of 
the family and its mission to others, for it 
makes present the kerygma [teachings] in 
all its communal imperatives. The family 

lives its spirituality precisely by being at 
one and the same time a domestic church 
and a vital cell for transforming the world.

1. What are some specific ways in which 
our family practices hospitality within 
our home? In what ways is hospitality 
challenging for our family, and in what 
ways does it help our family grow in grace 
and happiness?

2. Have we ever thought of hospitality 
in terms of welcoming the other as Christ? 
How might this calling of Christian 
hospitality change our practices of 
hospitality?

3. What are some ways as a family 
to grow in hospitality? How might we 
open our home more to the poor, lonely, 
brokenhearted and neglected? Is there 
someone who has a rough family life that 
could use some time around our family 
for the support and encouragement that 
love offers?

Scripture Reading - Psl. 84:9-13
LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;
   listen, God of Jacob.
O God, watch over our shield;

   look upon the face of your anointed.
Better one day in your courts
   than a thousand elsewhere.
Better the threshold of the house of my 
God
   than a home in the tents of the wicked.
For a sun and shield is the LORD God,
   bestowing all grace and glory.
The LORD withholds no good thing
   from those who walk without reproach.
O LORD of hosts,
   blessed the man who trusts in you!

Family Project
Invite acquaintances from your parish 

or neighborhood over for a meal, and 
spend some time socializing afterward. 
Invite them to join you for family prayer, 
too.

event to get with Julio Alvarez for the 
next available training session and sign up 
to participate in this FRATERNAL event 
that allows us to live out the principle 
of CHARITY.  Can you make yourself 
available for just one RJS event this year?

In September, our council gets very 
active, and the signature event will be 
the Blue Mass on Tuesday, September 12 
where we will stand in UNITY with our 
area first responders and honor their service 
to our community.  Hopefully we can get 
maximum turnout of our membership as 
we pray for the spiritual intentions of our 
police, sheriff deputies, state troopers, 
firefighters, EMS first responders, and 
all federal law enforcement personnel.  
Many Knights are coordinating with local 
authorities and other ministries to make 
this an appropriately beautiful mass.  

Everything we do as a council 
should be based on our principles of 
CHARITY, UNITY, FRATERNITY, and 

PATRIOTISM and promote spiritual 
growth and service to our parish.  All 
I ask of each member is to carve out a 
small part of our busy lives to “make 
yourself available” for one of the many 
opportunities provided by the Knights of 
Columbus.

Grand Knight Con’t. From Page 1
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

How many of you carry 
the rosary you received 
at your First Degree?  If 
not that one, do you carry 

with you any rosary?
Hopefully you do, and that you pray it 

often.  As Knights, we pray a lot during 
our meetings, which is a good thing!  
We do a lot of work and that prayer is 
our strength.  One of the prayers we 
pray is the Cause for the Canonisation 
of Father McGivney.  

We pray it at the end of every 
meeting because he is our founder 
and his cause for sainthood is not only 
important to us, but also to the Church 
and the world.

The Worthy District Warden 
mentioned the McGivney Guild and the 
fact that out of 55,000 Florida knights, only 
10% are members of the Guild.  A show of 
hands during the meeting was encouraging 
because our St. Stephen Knights blew that 
10% out of the water.  

If you’re not a member of the Guild, 
consider joining.  It won’t cost you anything.  
More importantly, I would also ask you to  
add to your routine of prayers, the cause for  
Fr. McGivney’s sainthood.  I added it to 

my morning prayers about eight years ago,  
so just imagine if every Knight in the  
world prayed this prayer every morning 
before they start their day, what the results 
could be!

Do You Carry Your Rosary?

Check out this month’s issue HERE

Did you know that we have a 
Facebook page?  We would like 
to hear your comments about the 

posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  
to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited 
our Website www.kofc14084.org? 
This is constantly being updated with 
different things and is a good source of 
information. We would like to hear from 
you on this as well. Every item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an 
opportunity to comment and let us know what you think about. Please take the time 
and visit our website. 

Find Us On Facebook

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html
http://www.kofc14084.org


On the Pro- Life movement, 
there is a real sense of 
urgency to build on recent 
our progress. Why now?

 The support from the White 
House is unprecedented by previous 
administrations, Republican or Democrat.   
As described by Father Frank Pavone in 
his Fr. Frank Reports 8/2/2017:

President  Trump sent Vice President 
Mike Pence to speak in person at the 
March for Life.  President Trump tweeted 
to the crowd, “The March for Life is so 
important!   To all of you marching , you 
have my full support!”

President Trump continues to publicly 
call for the defunding of Planned 
Parenthood, and to work hard with the 
Congress to make sure this happens.  

He told the New York Times that 
organizations that now perform abortions 
could continue to receive federal funding 
if they stop performing abortions.

In American Family Association 
Journal, July-August 2017, Father 
Frank continues:  “The more people see 
the devastating impact of abortion on 
America, the more conflicted they have 
become. 

The number of abortions is at the lowest 
point since Roe vs Wade, the number of 
abortion facilities has declined, and the 
number of physicians who do abortions 
has gone down.  Both federal and state 
laws have increased dramatically, making 
it more difficult to get an  abortion.”

These results have been achieved with 
many of us (men) often on the sidelines.  

In the coming months, let’s assure we 
engage in the Pro Life movement in a 
meaningful and visible fashion.  How?  
Details to follow.   Let’s begin with 
participation at the vigil at the Kennedy 
Center “abortion mill” each month.

A Sense of Urgency

Father Frank Pavone

Columbiettes Welcome First Degree Members
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Columbiette Auxiliary 14084 held a First Degree ceremony 
on Saturday August 5, 2017 at the St. Stephens Catholic 
School for two new members, Diane Brubaker and 

Tara Dibble.
The ceremony was conducted by the First Degree Team of 

Chair Person Carol Guettler, President Heidi Noyes, Immediate 

Past President Rita Joyce, Vice President Dot Foley, Financial 
Secretary Jan Goldonowitz, Sentinel Denise Lee, and acting 
as the Guides, Treasurer Cathleen Jackson,  and Rose Ann 
McGrath. Also in attendance was Sir Knight Randy Lee.

Congratulations and Welcome to the our newest Columbiettes!
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain   
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight   
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight 
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor   
Tim Donahue

Warden 
John Columbia

Advocate   
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder   
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Laughman

Trustees   
John Berrie, Ed Sleyzak,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Steve Jarosz
Field Agent  

Chuck Lusky
Guards   

Bob Haley 
Randy Lee 

 Chris Hobbs

In June, new Worthy Grand Knight, 
Bruce Czaja outlined the Mission 
of the Retention Committee Council 
148084 for the 2017-2018 fraternal 

year to Welcome Back Brother Knights. 
Our primary goals are: 

1. Get our 76 First Degree members 
who are current in their dues advanced 
to the Second Degree. Currently, our  
Membership Committee is reaching out 
to the active 76 First Degree current 
members and their sponsors, and get them 
prepared for one of the Second Degree 
Exemplifications scheduled for the third 
Saturdays in September and November, 
2017. If you are a First Degree Knight 
and are ready to take the next step to full 
Knighthood contact Jerry Coffey our 
Membership Director at membership@
kofc14084.org. Also, if you are a Second 
Degree Knight and need information about 
advancing to the Third Degree, you can 
contact Jerry Coffey, as well. Also, if you 
are currently a Third Degree Member and 
need information about advancing to the 
4th Degree (Patriotic) contact S/K Jerry 
Westbrock at jerrywestbrock@tampabay.
rr.com 

2. Get the approximately 120 members 
who are in arrears in their dues current in 
fraternal year 2017-2018. This is a Work in 
Process that we plan to complete by the end 
of August  So far, each of the 120 Members 
has received an e-mail, phone call, text or 
combination, in an effort to welcome you 
back to our council.  

3. Drop members who have moved away 
or confirm they no longer want to be in the 
council. 

Brothers, if you are currently a 1st Degree 
Knight and are current in your dues you 
will be getting a personal invitation from 
the Retention/Membership Committee 
to proceed in the next step toward full 
Knighthood during the upcoming Second 
Degree Ceremonies in either September or 
November. Brothers let us remember the 
vision of Father Michael J. McGiveny, in 
1882, and the underlying reason why we all 
became which - to create an organization of 
Catholic men who would band together to: 

•  Aid one another in time of sickness or 
death 

•  Strengthen themselves and each other 
in the Faith 

• Strengthen families and family life 
• Support our priests and bishops 
•  Be of service to the Church and 

community by aiding those most in 
need in our society. 

Additionally, we have received some very 
positive responses from several Knights 
who had fallen behind in their dues, but 
more importantly had grown apart from the 
council over the past several years. All of 
these Knights have expressed a desire to 
reconnect with their Brothers and get back 
to the main reason they joined the Knights 
– service to each other, our families, our 
Church and Community. 

Here is an example. I will leave this as 
anonymous for obvious reasons: “I cherish 
being a Knight and do want to be more 
active.  I have two boys very active in 
sports and school activities which takes a 
large amount of my time when I’m not at 
work. I am going to the Rays game with 
the Knights this Sunday.  I promised my 
boys I’d take them to a Rays game and it’s 
an opportunity to catch up with my brother 
Knights.  

I will strive to be more involved in 
volunteer events in the future. The knights 
are an awesome organization.  One area that 
I feel called to is the Pro-Life movement.  
I would like to get involved with helping 
people see the value of every human life, 
especially those most innocent as the 
unborn.” 

Brothers, if you should get an e-mail, 
call or text from one of our Retention 
Committee members please consider 
reconnecting with Brothers and if you are a 
First Degree Member advancing to the next 
degree. I guarantee it’s a move you won’t 
regret.

Vivat, Jesus!
For more information, please contact Mark 
Lovejoy, retention committee chairman.

Welcome Back, Brother Knights
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Nathan Wiles  

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Bob Kines   
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

With some great volunteers 
coming forward—and a 
little bit of arm twisting 
by me!—we have a plan 

in place to get some depth in the speaking 
roles of both our Admissions (1st) Degree 
Team and our Formation (2nd) Degree 
Team over the next several months. Thank 
you very much to those who have come 
forward to assist!

We still have some needs to make our 
Degree Teams complete with the depth we 
need. First, there is still one major speaking 
role on the Formation Degree Team for 
which we need a volunteer to learn. At 
present, we only have one council member 
who is certified in that role, and it is an 
important one. If you have some talent for 
memorization and speaking, now is the 
time to step forward!

Second, we would like to have a group of 
volunteers that we can rely on for conducting 
nonspeaking roles in the Degree Teams. 
These nonspeaking roles are very simple 
to conduct, but bring a needed quality to 
each Exemplification. There are six of these 
positions on the Admissions Degree Team 
and seven on the Formation Degree Team, 
plus one administrative role on each. 

At present, we have been getting by with 
3 or 4 for each Degree, picking those who 
happen to show up as observers for the 
Degree Exemplification. Having a group 
of volunteers that are willing to commit 
to be scheduled and show up for Degree 
Exemplifications—whether monthly, every 
other month, or every quarter—will help us 
plan better and provide a better experience 
for all of our candidates. We generally 
conduct Degree Exemplifications on the 
Third Saturdays of the month, alternating 
between Admissions and Formation Degree 
Exemplifications. 

All you have to do is show up no later 
than 830 AM on the day of the Degree to 
which you are scheduled and committed. 
(You can show up earlier if you want to 
assist us in setting up for the Degree.) Each 
Degree Exemplification starts at 9:00 AM 
and are almost always concluded by 10:00 
AM. Please—if you can help contribute to 

the Degree Exemplification experience for 
our candidates, contact me via email. You 
will be doing a great service to them and 
to our council! (Thank you, Jeff Stephanz, 
for being the first to volunteer!)

Just so you know who in our council 
has currently certified or is in-training for 
speaking roles on the Degree Teams, here 
they are (several have been certified in 
multiple roles on both teams)
Julio Alvarez (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)
Carl Belanger (certified on Admissions 
Team)
Mike Belekevich (certified on Admissions 
Team)
John Berrie (in-training)
Jim Bollinger (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)
Scott Echols (certified on Formation 
Degree Team)
Mike Formato (certified on Admissions 
Team)
Dave Hickie (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)
Chris Hobbs (in-training)
Rick Hughes (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)
Randy Lee (in-training)
Mark Lovejoy (in-training)
Chuck Lusky (certified on Formation 
Degree Team)
Darin O’Neal (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)
Patrick Roach (in-training)
Ed Sleyzak (in-training)
Nick Turco (certified on both Admissions 
and Formation Teams)

Thank you, gentlemen, for your 
commitment to this very important part of 
our council!

To become a member of the degree team, 
please contact Rick Hughes, degree team 
captain.

Degree Team Needs You
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Knights of Columbus Saint Stephen Council 14084             
2017-18 RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM  

FUNDRAISING EVENT SCHEDULE & STAFFING REQUIREMENT   

as of: July 1, 2017 
 

 

EVENT # DAY DATE TIME  EVENT                                      | REQ. STAFFING  
1 SATURDAY AUG 12 10:00 AM PRE-SEASON SHAKEOUT 
   

2 SATURDAY AUG 26  7:30 PM CLEVELAND BROWNS     

3 THURSDAY AUG 31 7:30 PM WASHINGTON REDSKINS   

4 SUNDAY SEP 17 1:00 PM CHICAGO BEARS 

5 SUNDAY OCT 1 1:00 PM  NEW YORK GIANTS 

6 THURSDAY OCT 5 8:25 PM NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS   

7 SUNDAY  OCT 29 1:00 PM CAROLINA PANTHERS    

8 SUNDAY  NOV 12 1:00 PM NEW  YORK JETS   

9 SUNDAY  DEC 10 1:00 PM DETROIT LIONS    

10 MONDAY  DEC 18 8:30 PM ATLANTA FALCONS    

11 SUNDAY  DEC  31 1:00 PM NEW ORLEANS SAINTS    

12 MONDAY  JAN 1, 2018 1:00 PM OUTBACK BOWL    

13 SATURDAY  JAN 13  7:00 PM MONSTER JAM I    

14 SATURDAY  FEB 3 7:00 PM MONSTER JAM II       

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY – REPLY NOW WITH YOUR COMMITMENT 
We need your sign ups NOW in order to set ourselves up for success this 

upcoming Season.  Simply pick an event or events you wish to commit to, and  
please send your choices to rjs@kofc14084.org to lock it in. If we have more 

committed per game than we need, we will form a standby pool for that event to 
account for any unexpected conflicts where a primary volunteer cannot participate.  

 
   

MANDATORY TRAINING 
     UPCOMING TRAINING CERTIFICATION & RE-CERTIFICATION DATES/TIMES  

   

Training (good for 3 years) is a Mandatory Requirement to work at RJS and consists of customer service, food 
safety, and alcohol safety (TEAM Certification). The training sessions - at RJS and - are approximately 2.5 hours in 

duration; however, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED to ATTEND - seats fill up quickly and space is limited. Please note that 
these training dates and times are subject to change if bumped by other events.   

You must arrive at least 15 minutes early to allow time for check in. The training will start at the listed time and 
security will not allow anyone to enter the building after the training has begun. 

 

Sat July 29th @ 10:00 AM – East Club | Sun July 30th @ 10:00 AM – East Club  
Tue August 8th @ 6:30 PM – East Club | Sat August 12th @ TBA – East Club  

 Mon August 21st @ 6:30 PM – East Club 
 

Group Lead Training: 1:00 PM on Saturday July 29th & Sunday July 30th   
 

 

TO LOCK IN A SEAT FOR TRAINING,  
Please Email Julio Alvarez at rjs@kofc14084.org as soon as possible.   

PLEASE NOTE - - - TRAINING SLOTS FILL UP FAST!  

12 + 4 
12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 
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A Day At The Rays - 2017
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator 

S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain 
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral 
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

Become an RCIA Sponsor

We have all heard lots 
of mention made of 
the importance of 
evangelization - inviting 

others into our Catholic faith community 
(as well as into our order of the Knights of 
Columbus). There is a little known ministry 
here at Saint Stephen that is truly a ministry 
of evangelization. 

The ministry of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation, or RCIA, is a process through 
which people 
inquire about and 
become part of the 
Roman Catholic 
Church. The RCIA 
focuses on the inner 
transformation of 
an interested person 
through learning 
a new way of life 
in Christ (learning 
about the history 
and traditions of the 
Catholic Church), 
participation in the 
Church community 
(liturgical formation), and ultimately 
participating in ministries in the Church 
community (apostolic formation). 

This process culminates in the celebration 
of the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, 
Confirmation and First Eucharist. But 
the process does not end there, as each 
participant continues on a lifelong journey 
of conversion to the life and faith in Jesus 
Christ and life in the Church community.

Some of the most important members of 
the RCIA team are those volunteers who 
serve as sponsors. Ideally, these are faithful 
members of our Catholic faith community 
who volunteer to journey with those who 
are participating in the initiation process. 

These volunteers must be open to the 
Holy Spirit, be willing to share their 
“story” and be a witness to their faith, and 
be willing to actively participate in the faith 
journey of the person they are sponsoring. 
As members of the Body of Christ, sponsors 
are signs of Christ to those participants in 

the OCIA process. Sponsors do not need to 
be Scripture experts, have a background in 
Theology, or be able to answer every/any 
question that comes up during the process. 

Sponsors do not “teach” RCIA - that is 
the job of the Catechists on the RCIA team. 
Basically, anyone involved in the Knights 
of Columbus would make an excellent in 
sponsor in RCIA process. Anyone who 
has served as a sponsor will tell you that 
through their involvement in the RCIA 

process, they have 
learned more about 
and strengthened 
their own faith!!

The RCIA NEEDS 
SPONSORS!!  If 
you are interested in 
learning more about 
the RCIA process, or 
feel the calling to be 
a special volunteer 
in this important 
ministry, perhaps 
as a sponsor, please 
contact Ted Russell, 
8 1 3 - 6 8 9 - 7 5 6 9 

(tedruss147@aol.com), or Rosie Bridges, 
Faith Formation Director at Saint Stephen 
at 813-671-4434. 

We will be offering a Sponsor Training 
program during September. Specific dates 
and times are to be determined. We invite 
you to come to the training to learn more 
about the ministry and the process. You 
will see what an important evangelization 
ministry the RCIA is for our Parish. 

We need faithful volunteers who love 
the Lord, and want to help serve in this 
awesome ministry by spiritually walking 
with and supporting people who want to 
become part of our faith community here at 
Saint Stephen!



Paul Archer
Richard Armstrong
Kurt Badertscher
Anthony Barreto
Lorenzo Billante
Richard Collins
Timothy Donahue
Paul Dufraine
Scott Dunlap
Dennis Giesey
William Haseltine
Frank Kruk
Brian Le Strange
Michael Melanson
Eva Nnamene
Osa Penny
James Piotrowski
Ricardo Ponce De Leon
Michael Specht
Mark Vega
Frank Wuco

 August Birthdays
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Some people believe that ethics 
in business is a contradiction in 
terms. They think that in order to be 
profitable, a company and its leaders 

must abandon morality and embrace the 
dark, greedy side that they see so often in 
the news and in movies.

At the Knights of Columbus, we know 
this isn’t true. A business can be both 
ethical and successful. We are.

As a Catholic organization, we 
understand the value and importance of 
our core beliefs and the original mission 
of Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney. 
In fact, much of the strength and financial 
security we provide to members and their 
families can be attributed to our ethical, 
moral standards. 

More than 96 percent of Knights who 
buy our life insurance keep it, year in and 
year out. The Order takes this commitment 
to our members very seriously. This means 
carefully planning when it comes time to 
invest. Our professional staff researches all 
transactions to insure that they fall in line 
with Catholic values. If a transaction makes 
them uncomfortable, they don’t make it. 

“We exclude any company engaged in 
activity that conflicts with Catholic moral 
teaching: companies directly involved in 
abortion, contraception, human cloning, 
embryonic stem cell research, for-profit 
health care that pays for any of these, or 
pornography,” said Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson. “There are many companies in 
the pharmaceutical and communications 
industries that would undoubtedly provide 
excellent returns for us, but which are not 
in our portfolio because they engage in 
research and development or programming 
in ways that violate the sanctity or dignity 
of human life.” 

In the end, the Knights of Columbus 
investment strategy is motivated by 
morality, not money. Yet, each year we 
remain profitable, increase our assets and 
stay dedicated to this vision that will keep 

the Order financially sound for generations 
to come. 

But don’t just take our word for it. In 
2016 the Knights of Columbus was named 
a “World’s Most Ethical Company” by the 
Ethisphere Institute for the third year in a 
row. We were one of only two life insurance 
companies to earn the honor.

“Faithful Catholics have choices when 
buying life insurance,” said the Supreme 
Knight. “But they know that at the Knights 
of Columbus their policy is supplied by an 
insurer that shares their moral and ethical 
values and is guided in all of its investment 
and sales practices by those values.” 

Contact me today to learn more about our 
products.

Chuck Lusky
813-728-5338
charles.lusky@KofC.org

We Stand Strong On Ethical 
Ground 

A Prayer For 
Fr. McGivney

August marks two 
special dates in the 
history of The Knights 

of Columbus and the life of  
Fr. McGivney. He was born 
August 12, 1852, and passed 
from us on August 14, 1890.

Father Michael J. McGivney’s 
work and legacy did not end with 
his death at the young age of 38. 
Our council and the activities 
we do to build the body of the 
Church continues this work and 
legacy. This is why we must all 
strive to be Knights who make a 
difference. 
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August 13 Corporate Mass 8:30AM
August 14 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday
August 19 First Degree, St. Stephen FLC
September 8 Cards & Cigars
September 12 Blue Mass
September 13-14 Soccer Challenge, St. Stephen School
September 16 Second Degree, St. Stephen FLC
September 27 40 Days for Life

Please check your council website calendar for more details regarding these events.
http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
Bill Ruppert

Family of the Month
Guillermo Bambach Family

New second degree Knights include Nathan Wiles, Mark Vega, and Jim Simon


